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cautioned by his mother to avoid the theatre, and
when he learned that a brilliant lady he met at
the table of Mrs. Greene, who had been very kind
in her attentions to the quaint, shy boy, and who
had quite won his heart by her simplicity and
grace, was an actress, it was a great shock to him;
but he had the courage to refuse her invitation to
the play-house, and cut short his visit to the city
to avoid the terrible temptation to which he was
subjected. He had gone quite too far in buying
Shakespeare's plays, and fled homeward lest he
should bring disgrace upon his Quakerism. His
family were surprised to see him back so soon, but
he did not dare to tell them the startling episode
of his encounter with a live' actress.

A copy of one of the Waverley novels, then fresh
from the hand of its unknown author, was some-
where obtained by young Whittier, but the fact
was kept from the knowledge of his parents, and
the book was read with surreptitious enthusiasm,
his sister enjoying'with him the literary banquet.
He used to tell how they sat reading until late one
night, when just as they reached a critical part of
the story, their candle burned to its socket, and,
sadly disappointed, they were compelled to retire
in the dark.

Of the no doubt crude literary work undertaken
by Whittier during the next two years after he
made the acquaintance of Burns, from 1821 to
1823, scarcely any vestige remains. His school-
mates say he was in the habit of covering his
slate with rhymes, which were passed about from
desk to desk to the great amusement of the